
Follow the advice in HSE Guidance Note HSG47  
‘Avoiding Danger from Underground Services’

REMEMBER
Houses, offices, shops, factories and street furniture all have electric cables supplying them.

CHECK PLANS
Ensure current cable records are on site.

Carry out a risk assessment in accordance with HSG47.

Be aware that not all cables are shown on plans.

USE CABLE LOCATORS
Before every use of CAT and Genny make sure they are calibrated and  
working properly.
Check plans by tracing cables and marking their position using paint, crayon,  
chalk or pegs.
Always scan the area you intend to excavate before you start to dig.

NOW DIG SAFELY
Hand-dig trial holes to find the exact position of cables before you use a mechanical 
excavator.
Be aware that cables can be found at any depth, even just below the surface.

If you find a cable embedded in concrete do not attempt to break it out. Contact us  
to ensure it is de-energised.
If you cannot find cables shown on the plan contact us. Never assume they are  
not there.
If you damage a cable, vacate the excavation and phone our emergency  
number immediately. Keep everybody clear.

Radiodetection

Radiodetection

Visit: www.spenergynetworks.co.uk  
or email customercare@spenergynetworks.com
General & Safety Enquiries – 0330 10 10 444
Electricity Network Plans – 0141 614 5666
Power Loss & Emergencies – 0800 001 5400 or simply dial 105

WATCH OUT!  
THERE’S A CABLE ABOUT!

Look out for the Danger of 
Death sign - it means what 
it says. 

If in doubt contact us for 
free safety advice.


